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Today’s weather 


Cooling off, 
clear at night. 
High: 80 
Low: 64 


Wednesday: Sunny, 77 | 59 
Thursday: Pleasant, 82 | 65 


Weather report, A2 


Metro<State 

Euclid police training 
program draws criticism 
A federal judge has blasted 
Euclid’s police training 
protocol, which includes a 
presentation about proper use 


of force techniques that contains 
insensitive images and video. A3 


Nation&World 


Judge halts deportation 
of reunited families 


A federal judge in California 
has ordered a temporary 
halt to the deportation of 
immigrant families reunited 
after being separated at the 
U.S. border. A4 


United adds flights 

to California, Florida 
Frequent fliers to California will 
be happy to see that United has 
increased flights to Los Angeles 
and San Francisco to twice a day 
year-round. Plus, the airline has 
added more seasonal flights to 
Florida. AG 


Forum 


Special Olympics 
has madea difference 


Commentary: One of history's 
most transformative human 
rights movements is turning 
50. Today, 5 million Special 
Olympics athletes train year- 
round in 50 states and 170 
countries. A10 


Sports 


Sexton's play this summer 
a reason for optimism 

If you're a Cavaliers fan, there 
are many reasons to be en- 
couraged by Collin Sexton, if 
his play in the NBA Summer 
League is any indication. B1 


Diversions 


New TV show offers to 
pay off your student debt 
On TruTV’s new game show 
“Paid Off,’ contestants compete 
for a chance to wipe out tens of 
thousands of dollars in debt 
from their college loans. P1 


cleveland.com 


Help pick Cleveland's 
best barbecue place 
Cast your vote in 
the first round of 
Cleveland’s Best 
BBQ contest. After 
receiving almost 900 nomina- 
tions, we need your help in 
picking the 20 that will make 
the final round. Check it out at 
cleveland.com/best 
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Helsinki summit 


Tuesday, July 17, 2018 


$1.50 


Trump sidles up to Russias Putin 


President accepts his ‘powerful’ denials of interference over U.S. intel 


PHILIP RUCKER AND 
SEUNG MIN Kim 
Washington Post 


HELSINKI — President 
Donald Trump cast doubt 
on the conclusion of U.S. 
intelligence agencies that 
Russia interfered in the 
2016 presidential election, 
saying after his summit 
here Monday with Russian 
President Vladimir Putin 
that the autocrat gave him 
a “very powerful” denial. 
After Putin said his gov- 
ernment played no role in 
trying to sabotage the U.S. 
election, Trump offered no 
pushback and went on to 
condemn the Justice De- 
partment’s investigation of 
Russian interference as “a 
disaster for our country.” 
Concluding their first 
formal one-on-one sum- 
mit here Monday, Trump 
said his message regard- 
ing the Russian interfer- 
ence “was a message best 
delivered in person” at the 
meeting, during which the 
two leaders “spent a great 
deal of time” discussing 
the Kremlin’s interference. 


Putin insisted publicly that | 


the “Russian state has 
never interfered and is not 
going to interfere in inter- 
nal American affairs,” and 
Trump declined to dispute 


his assertions, instead i 
saying that Putin “has an | 


| Analysis 


PABLO MARTINEZ MONSIVAIS | ASSOCIATED PRESS 
President Donald Trump, left, listens to Russian President Vladimir Putin during a press conference after 
their meeting at the Presidential Palace in Helsinki, Finland, on Monday. 


What does ‘America First’ really mean? 


Dan BALZ 
Washington Post 


interesting idea” about the | 


issue of interference. 


“I don’t see any reason : 


why” Russia would inter- 
fere in the election, Trump 
said as he stood next to 
Putin at a joint news con- 


ference after their talks in i 


the Finnish capital ended. 


Of their private conversa- 
tion in Helsinki about the | 


interference, Trump said, 


“President Putin was ex- ; 


tremely strong and pow- 
erful in his denial today.” 


Trump also insisted that | 
“there was no collusion” | 
between his campaign and i 
Moscow. “I didn’t know : 
the president. There was | 


nobody to collude with. 


There was no collusion : 


with the campaign.” 


sEE SUMMIT | A8 | 


When the history of Don- 
ald Trump’s presidency is 
:! ultimately written, July 16, 
: 2018, will have a special 
entry. On a day when the 
setting called for a show of 
strength and resolve from 
an American president, 
Trump instead offered defer- 
ence, defensiveness, equivo- 
cation and weakness. 

If anyone can recall a per- 
i formance by a U.S. president 
: that rivaled the one seen 
around the world Monday, 
let them come forward. In 
the meantime, Trump’s ex- 
traordinary joint news con- 
ference with Russian Pres- 
: ident Vladimir Putin will 
stand on its own, for sheer 
shock value and for the re- 
ality of an opportunity lost. 

Here was a president 


ALEXANDER ZEMLIANICHENKO | ASSOCIATED PRESS 
President Donald Trump extends a hand to Russian 


President Vladimir Putin 


turning his back on the col- 
lective work of U.S. intelli- 
gence agencies, looking the 
other way at indictments 
returned last week by spe- 
cial counsel Robert Mueller 
against 12 Russian military 
intelligence officers who 
sought to undermine Amer- 


in Helsinki, Finland. 


ican democracy during the 
2016 election, and falling 
back as he so often has on 
attacks against Hillary Clin- 
ton, criticism of Democrats 
and boasts about the size of 
his electoral college victory. 

In reality, he did more 
than turn his back on the ev- 


idence of Russian attacks on 
the U.S. electoral process. He 
all but rejected it. In an at- 
tempt to say both sides have 
their views of what happened 
during the last presidential 
election, he proffered that 
his own view is that he can’t 
bring himself to accept that 
the Russians did it. “I don’t 
see any reason why Russia 
would interfere,” he said. 

It is a fiction to which he 
has reverted from the very 
beginning of his presidency, 
in the face of repeated and 
escalating evidence to the 
contrary. 

In Helsinki, he said that 
the Russian leader had of- 
fered “an extremely strong 
and powerful denial” of in- 
terference and so he would 
not forcefully offer evidence 
to the contrary. 


SEE ANALYSIS | A8 


Election 


Congressional campaigns and cash 


Federal reports reveal what candidates have collected — and spent 


SABRINA EATON 
seaton @cleveland.com 


WASHINGTON — If cam- 
paign fundraising is any in- 
dicator, retired football star 
Anthony Gonzalez of West- 
lake is already across the 
goal line in his bid to win 
the Northeast Ohio congres- 
sional seat left open by GOP 
Rep. Jim Renacci’s decision 
to run for U.S. Senate. 
Republican Gonza- 
lez raised 10 times more 
money between April and 
June than Democrat Susan 


Gonzalez 


Palmer 


Moran Palmer of Westlake, 
according to reports filed at 
the Federal Election Com- 
mission. He also spent 20 
times more than she did and 
had 17 times more money in 
the bank when the reporting 


period ended on June 30. 
The former Ohio State 
University and Indianap- 
olis Colts standout raised 
almost $218,000 in the 
quarter, spent more than 
$370,000 and had more 
than $300,000 in the bank. 
His individual campaign 
donors included investment 
company founder Charles 
Schwab of San Francisco, 
who gave him $2,700, and 
car dealer Bernie Moreno, 
who gave the same amount. 


SEE ELECTION | AS 


COURTNEY ASTOLFI 
castolfi@cleveland.com 


Cuyahoga County Exec- 
utive Armond Budish pro- 
posed a sweeping initiative 
Monday to train under- 
skilled county residents to 
fill thousands of available 
jobs in health care, manu- 
facturing and technology. 

Budish told County Coun- 
cil members that his $2.5 
million Workforce Connect 
effort would use both tax 
dollars and private-sector 


Workforce Connect 
Budish touts initiative 
to match training, jobs 


contributions to fund as 
many as three go-between 
organizations that would 
coordinate the training of 
workers. 

“We've had this discon- 
nect for as long as most 
people can remember 
where employers are look- 
ing for people who have 
skills and qualifications to 
fill jobs, and they say they 
can’t fill them,” Budish told 
cleveland.com. 


SEE COUNTY | AS 
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Sign-On BONUS 


EARN EXTRA CASH 


DRIVERS 


UP TO 


WANTED 


e Overnight hours 
e Newspaper delivery 


3-4 hours per day, 4 days per week 
(5 and 7 day delivery routes available) 


$4,200 


PER MONTH 


ROUTES ARE LIMITED 
AND AVAILABLE ON A 
FIRST-COME, FIRST- 
SERVE BASIS 


CALL: 


6 74776 18011" 4 


216-999-6493 


and mention area/city you are interested in and your contact info 


OR VISIT: 


plaindealer.com/circulation/independent-contractors 
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